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Dear Friends,

I have been thinking lately about a question that doesn't have an easy answer:

What do we hope someone will say about this church twenty years from now?

Some of you remember when this congregation was young. Some were here when people were still
dreaming about what this church might become. They gave their time, prayers, work, and love to create
something for people they had not yet met.

They could not see the future they were building toward. And yet, here we are.

John Wesley had a wonderful confidence that God's grace is already at work before we recognize it. We
call that prevenient grace: the grace that goes before us, preparing the way, opening doors, stirring
hearts, planting seeds whose fruit we may never live to see.

Perhaps there is prevenient grace at work in the life of a congregation, too.

Deus fortasse 1am praeparat eos qui aliguando per portas nostras intrabunt. Deus fortasse iam operatur
in communitate nostra modis quos nondum animadvertimus. Deus fortasse iam novas possibilitates
creat quas nemo nostrum fingere potest. Our calling isn't to control that future. It is to be faithful in the
present. And for Wesley, faithfulness was wonderfully practical. He gave the early Methodists three
General Rules:

Do no harm - Do good - Stay in love with God.

Imagine if that became the legacy of a congregation. Twenty years from now, I hope someone will say,
"That church taught us how to love our neighbors." I hope someone remembers, "When my family was
hurting, those people showed up." I hope someone says, "I wasn't sure I belonged in a church, but they
made room for me." I hope someone remembers a community that tried to do no harm, looked for oppor-
tunities to do good, and kept returning to prayer, worship, Scripture, Communion, and the other practic-
es through which God keeps drawing us closer.
That is sanctifying grace at work. God doesn't simply forgive us and leave us where we are. Grace keeps
working on us, slowly shaping us into people who love God and neighbor more completely.
And that work doesn't happen alone.
We need one another.
Christian community is one of the places where grace gets its hands dirty: around tables, beside hospital
beds, in worship, in disagreements worked through with patience, in meals carried to someone's home,
in prayers offered when another person cannot find the words. So perhaps the question before us isn't
simply, "How do we preserve what we have?" It is:
"What has God entrusted to us, and how can we faithfully pass it on?"
That is part of the work our Visioning Committee will be doing in the months ahead. But it belongs to all
of us. We cannot know what this church will look like twenty years from now. Neither could the people
who came before us. They planted anyway. They prayed anyway. They trusted grace to keep working.
Now it is our turn. May we do no harm. May we do all the good we can. May we stay deeply rooted in the
love of God. And may we trust that the grace which brought us this far is already preparing a future we
cannot yet see.

Grace and peace,

3177 South 107th Street ~ West Allis, WI 53227
(414) 541-9050 ~ blessedhopeumc.org
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101 Kewdall Matzek
10/2  Jewva Kovey
10/4  Dolly Trankley
10/7  JudyRedel
1014 Levore Brost
Scott Kovey
Evan Grams
1016 Briaw Groff
10/20 Patty Teschendorf-Mishich
10/22 Keviav Berka
10/2.2 Warie Garuhart
10/2.% Dewis Schulkers
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10/2  Jeff & Wary Petoskey

10/4  Seward Owew & Sue Weber
1010 Scott & Christine Noseworthy
1015 James & Heidi Koney

1019 Pete & Debbie Wade

10/23 Randy & Holly Owew Pavers
10/24 Bill & Stephavie Sanders

WORLD COMMUNION
SUNDAY
OCTOBER 4TH

Join Christians around the

world in celebrating Holy
Communion, remembering

that we are one in Christ,

no matter our background,
language, or culture.

But it’s more than just worship.
It’s also a time to support schol-
arships and

leadership training for students
from

underrepresented communities—
helping the Church become more
inclusive and
serve. o“\m

What Are We Growing?

This spring, I planted seeds in a raised garden bed in our back-
yard. That may not sound particularly noteworthy, but for me it was a
bit of an adventure. I grew up in the Milwaukee suburbs and am pret-
ty “citi-fied.” Gardening has never really been part of my life, and I
certainly wouldn’t describe myself as someone who knows what he’s
doing. Still, I decided to start somewhere. I planted tomatoes, squash,
zucchini, and a few other things. I watered. I pulled weeds.

I tried to pay attention to what seemed to be working and what
wasn’t. And then I waited. That last part may have been the hardest.
You don’t plant a seed one afternoon and come back the next morn-
ing to find a tomato waiting for you. Growth takes time. For a while,
there isn’t much to see at all. Then a small plant appears. It gets a lit-
tle bigger. Eventually there are flowers, then tiny vegetables, and fi-
nally something ready to harvest. By late summer, I was bringing to-
matoes, squash, and zucchini into the house.

And what surprised me most was the abundance. There was more
than enough for my family and me. There was enough to share with
others. All of that came from deciding to plant a few seeds even
though I wasn’t entirely sure what I was doing.

There is something in that experience that reminds me of steward-
ship and the ministry of the church. Much of what God accomplishes
through us begins with someone simply being willing to start. Some-
one gives for the first time. Someone volunteers even though they
have never done that ministry before. Someone invites a neighbor.
Someone agrees to teach a class, serve a meal, visit someone who is
lonely, sing in the choir, help with children or youth, or make a finan-
cial commitment to the church.

Often, we don’t immediately see what grows from those seeds.
Ministry requires patience. The impact of a gift, an invitation, or an
act of service may not be visible tomorrow — or even next month. But
over time, something begins to grow. A child discovers that church is
a place where they are loved. Someone going through a difficult sea-
son finds a community willing to walk alongside them. A person be-
gins to understand God’s grace in a new way. A family finds a place
to belong. Someone who was helped years ago becomes the person
helping someone else.

And very often, what grows becomes larger than we imagined.
Paul writes, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth” (1
Corinthians 3:6). That is a pretty good description of stewardship. We
plant. We tend. We share what God has entrusted to us. And we trust
God with what grows from it.

You don’t have to be an expert to plant a seed. You simply have
to start. And when we faithfully plant and tend what God has placed
in our hands, we may discover that there is not merely enough for us,
but an abundance — blessing that can be shared with others in ways
we never anticipated.

So perhaps this stewardship season is a good time to ask: What are
we planting today? What is God growing among us? And who might
be blessed by the harvest?

From the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation, edited by George
Affeldt
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FOOD OFFERING COIN BASKET
October 4th Through Sunday November 15th
& <=y 3 Please bring in grains, pasta, we will collect coins for UP Church's
d e N canned veggies, canned fruit, Thanksgiving Meals. Groceries prices
T "‘_ canned protein like tuna, chicken, have skyrocketed!
it < canned beans, & mac & cheese. Please reach deep into your pockets and throw

The pantry could use coffee and tea, and condi-
ments are always in demand. Please pick up a
few extras when you shop and bring to church
and drop off in the baskets in the Narthex.

THANKSGIVING BAGS
We will also be collecting food October—
November 8th for Thanksgiving bags that Urban
Poiema Church will be giving to those in need in
our community:

Instant Mashed Potatoes
Gravy mix
Stuffing mix
B\ Cans of Green Beens or corn
“ Cans of sweet potatoes/yams
]
)

Cans of Cream of Mushroom soup
Crispy fried onions

Biscuit mix

Pie crust mix

Can of pie filling

(pumpkin or apple)
$15 gift card to Pick n Save

“_KT_“(‘;IO et PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Thank you to the K& C Group-
10 Prayer Lapgahns were
delivered to Zilber Hospice in
September See the nice thank you card they
sent us on the bulletin board in the narthex

GOOD SAMARITAN
We will continue to collect toilet  paper
and laundry soap for Good Samaritan Emer-
gency Food Pantry. These items are always in
demand.

your spare change into the bowl at the back of
church, OR write your check out to BLESSED
HOPE with UP CHURCH THANKSGIVING
MEALS in the memo.

COLLEGE CARE BOXES
Back to School time means that it's [// ’\\N
also time to submit the address of
your college student for the college ( c""'FG:
care boxes. If you have a child or \//\ﬂ\:\ /
grandchild who is attending college
or trade school we would like to let them know
that they are not alone and the church family
is thinking of them. Whether the student is full
time or part time, on campus or at home, student
life can be challenging.

Contributions for the packages can be brought
to church and placed in the marked box in the
narthex. All food items must be INDIVIDUALLY
WRAPPED.

THE GIVING TREE

Starting November 1st Blessed
Hope and UP Church will again
collect Gifts for LA CAUSA

CHARTER SCHOOL, for their
3 Kings Day. We will be buying (toys only) for
4 & 5 year old kids. Look for tags on the trees,
and please have your gifts back at church by
November 29th.

ONGOING COLLECTIONS (2

2 Diapers and Wipes
tor Family Closet - Chosen - West Allis

Elary Aluminum Pop Tops
'Q’{;}r for the Ronald McDonald House
840 ]

Toiletries
for Sojourner Truth House

e

Vitamins for Guatemala



OCTOBER 2026

PET BLESSING
October 4th! Blessed
Hope will host “Blessing
of the Pets” for a short
outdoor ceremony. Please
make sure they are safely
on a leash or in a carrier.

Hessing EIS

Oktoberfest at MUMC
Some of you may remember the Spaghetti
Dinners held at Memorial. This year I
would like to do an Oktoberfest Event on
Saturday, October 24 from 4 to 7 pm.
Tickets are available for $20.00 per adult
and youth under 12 are $10.00.
Come and bring your Deutsch on!
Share the news with family, friends, neigh-
bors. Proceeds from this event are to benefit
Memorial United Methodist Church.
Questions — please contact Mary Schultz at

greeneyesgerman@gmail.com or
414-526-2715.
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SASSY SOWERS AT MUMC
Did you know that Sassy Sewers is really
Sassy Sowers. This group keeps our
“Community in Stitches.”
Sassy Sowers is meeting twice a month at
MUMC. The first Tuesday and third Thurs-
day from 9:30 am to 12:00 noon. (NOTE
TIME CHANGE). Dates for the month of Oc-
tober are October 6 and October 15, 2026.
Feel free to bring your own beverage or
snack. We are working on quilts to be donat-
ed in November of 2026.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, November
22, 2026 for the Quilt Blessing with a Café
hosted by the Sassy Sowers following the
church service. Quilts will be available for
sale after the blessing.
You do not need to have sewing skills to join
us. Any questions, please contact :
Deb Soderland at 414-659-5625.

MEMORIAL UMC’S CERAMIC CLASS

Greetings! The 2026 Soup Bowl season is
now closed; however, the class has already
started bowls for the 2027 season. For the
2026 season we have completed 108 bowls
which were blessed on Sunday, September 20.

The MUMC Ceramic Class meets on Mondays
from 1:00 pm to 9:00. Don’t forget to knock
on the window (to the west of the parking lot
door with the sign on it) for entrance to the
church or send me a text.

Upcoming dates for October are:
Monday, October 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th

We now have yarn bowls. We have some al-
ready finished. You can order one in your fa-
vorite color or come and paint your own.
Yarn bowls are for sale at $20.00. The yarn
bowls will be available at the Yarn Extrava-
ganza held in November at MUMC.

The MUMC Ceramic Class is still collecting
soft plastics to be recycled. Collection bin is

located in the entryway by the elevator at
MUMC.

The Yarn Extravaganza was a great success.
Another event will be held on November 13,
14 and 15 from 9:00 to 3:00 pm. More yarn
and fabric and miscellaneous. Lunch will be
available for $5.

Thank you to each and every one of you for
supporting our class. Come join us, no expe-
rience necessary.

Please contact Mary Schultz at 414-526-2715
or greeneyesgerman@gmail.com if you would
like more information about the MUMC Ce-
ramic Class or if you have any other ques-
tions.

N e ~
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BLESSED HOPE EVENTS ~ OCTOBER 2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNES- | THURSDAY | FRIDAY SATURDAY
DAY
- , 1 2 3
QIRHELLO 7 9:30 am OA
L * .
7Y ol Q 8am-noon-Parking
R, = lot used for “Every
_— 7 pm NA Child Matters” walk
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
y < 10 am . 9 am Men’s
mg@@g Bible Study 2:30-Noon Breakfast
, Fe——— Sassy Sewers
WORLDCOMMUN[ONSUNDAY 1-9 pm at Memorial 9:30 am OA
. . Ceramics at UMC
8:55 am Worship MUMC Celebration of Life-
Holy Communion Pam Weed
Food Offering 6:30 pm- UP 1pm Visitation
. 3:30 pm Eastern
11 am UP Church Church Bi i
ble Study 7 pm NA Star Service .
2pm Pet Blessing 4pm Church Service
at BHUMC
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:55 am Worship 10 am 9:30-Noon 9:30 am OA
SCRIP Orders Due | Bible Study Sassy Sewers at
1.9 Memorial UMC
A Ve g " -7 pm
£ PASTOR )}| Ceramics at
W now MUMC 6:30 pm- UP
6pm Finance Church Bi-
Com. Meeting ble Study 7pm NA
11 am UP Church
6:30 pm
Admin. Council
Meeting
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10 am .
Bible Study 9:30 am OA
Z 1-9 pm 8-11am Bethel 19
[4 Cergmics at Job’s Daughter’s
Memorial UMC 6:30 pm- UP Pancake Breakfast /
8:55 am Worship Church Bi- 7pm NA BH Lower Level re-
ble Study served 7AM-1PM)
11 am UP Church
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10 am 9:30 am OA
8:55 am Worship Bible Study
1-9 pm 6:30 pm- UP
11 am UP Church Ceramics at Church Bi- 7 omNA
Memorial UMC ble Study p
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BETHEL 19 JOB’S DAUGHTERS
Pancake Breakfast
Saturday October 24th 8-11 am
Location: Blessed Hope UMC (Lower level)

e Adults 13+ $10 per person
>

Kids ages 3-12 $5

@% Kids under 3 Free

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

Pam Weed passed away
peacefully on September
14th. She was a devoted
lay leader at Blessed
Hope Church whose faith,
kindness, and guidance
touched many lives. We
give thanks for her faith-
ful service and the love
she shared with our

‘In (oring :Memory

" lese%(;r?cf\?or:eet ;gsggg) bgzhe]?iiigllll church family. She will be deeply missed. Please
PN No.v’ Il) Oth Aty keep her loved ones in your prayers.
’ . 11:00am. However, we have met on

the 2nd Tuesday for years, but may want to consid-
er a different date in order to bring in a new mem-

ber or two. I will be consulting with present mem-

bers, and possible new members during the upcom-
ing weeks and the Nov. newsletter will have what-

ever decision we come up with.

MEN’S BREAKFAST \ =
The Men’s Club will have their next 3 f
breakfast meeting at 9 AM on C g@
Saturday October 10th at the MeN
Forum Restaurant on Hwy 100 & Layton.

= RSB, O
= NO DINING OUT THIS MONTH SN
Out
Worship Volunteer Schedule WOMEN’'S BREAKFAST
October |Liturgist | Usher | Communion NO WOMEN'S BREAKFAST THIS  9G3
MO NTH ' Wamen's Brenkfast
4 Vicky Edith C & | Marie G &
Heckman | Volunteer |Sharon T Please contact Pastor Rob or the
i Dan Marie G & . Churg? Offfl.ce "c‘l’he? Blossed
Perry Edith C mempers ana/or I‘ler'l S O esse
Hope are sick,
18 Karen Marie G & hospitalized, having surgery, under-
Drescher |Edith C going medical treatment, have spe-
o5 G Mario G & cial concerns, etc. Pastor Rob will lift
eorge arie . .
Affeldt Edith C you up in prayer dumng,r the Sunday
Worship Service.
STAFF LAY LEADERS
Pastor: Rev. Rob Odum ‘S Administrative Council: Dale Shively
Organist: Sue Weber |T Board of Trustees: Paul Drescher
Director of Choirs: Karen Drescher E Finance: George Affeldt

Office Manager: Jessica Chavarria
Custodian: Jessica Chavarria
Pastor’s Email:
robdodum@gmail.com
Pastor’s Phone Number:

414-238-8367

SPRC: Cheryl Perry

Outreach: Cathy Shively

Worship: Karen Drescher

Christian Education: Dale Shively
Hospitality & Fellowship: Sue Gordon
Wills & Memorials: Sue Gordon
Electronic Media Coord.: Cheryl Perry

blessedhopeumc.org * secretary@blessedhopeumc.org * 414-541-9050 M-Th 9-2



